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DETAILED ACTION 



Per Applicant's Request for Continued Examination 

Claims 32, 34 and 36-40 have been amended. 
Claims 1-31 and 33 have been cancelled. 

Claims 32 and 34-40 are pending . 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

I. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 5/15/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

II. Applicanf s arguments with respect to claims 32 and 36-40 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

III. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the mvention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of 
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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IV. Claims 32 and 34-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Carnahan (US 5,414,780) in view of Ohmori (US 6,160,640) in further view of 
Kawano et al (US 6,219,454). 

a. Per claim 32, Carnahan teaches a color facsimile apparatus comprising: 

• reading means for reading an image {col. 5 lines 48-67, col. 10 lines 58-67); 

• generating means for generating image data representing the image {col. 6 lines 1- 
43, col. 7 lines 14-47, col.lO lines 24-32); 

• buffering means for storing the image data generated by said generating means in 
a buffer {col. 5 lines 46-67, col. 7 line 67-col.8 line 4, col. 8 lines 40-56, col. 12 lines 
36-61); 

• compressing means for sequentially executing JPEG compression processing for 
each unit of the extracted image data including the unit of the extracted image 
data in which the transmission information is overwritten {colli lines 1-20, 
colli line 58-col.l2 line 14); 

• storing means for storing compressed data by said compressed mean in a memory 
{col. 7 line 48-col.8 line 4, col. 10 lines 24-32, col. 12 lines 36-61) and 

• transmitting means for transmitting a JPEG image data based on the compressed 
data stored in the memory {colli line 58-col.l2 line 14, col. 12 lines 49-61, col. 14 
lines 22-30). 

Yet Carnahan fails to explicitly teach extracting means for sequentially 
extracting, extracting as a minimum coded unit for JPEG compression processing, image data 
from the buffer before the buffer is filled with image data generated by said generating means; 
and overwriting means for overwriting transmission information of image data for a page header 
or page footer in the unit of extracted image data extracted by said extracting means when the 
unit of the extracted image data is a unit of the extracted image data corresponding to a header 
portion or footer portion in the image; wherein the JPEG image data includes the compressed 
data of the transmission information. However, Ohmori teaches sequential line extraction of the 
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image data and pixels for compression from the line memory buffers, wherein image data is 
shifted from the current line memory, to the immediate preceding line memory and then to the 
second preceding line memory {col. 3 lines 21-31, col. 3 line 43-col.4 line 47, col.7 line 60-col.8 
line 35, colli lines 12-28). Furthermore Kawano et al teaches overwriting means for 
overwriting transmission information of image data for a page header or page footer in the unit 
of extracted image data extracted by said extracting means when the unit of the extracted image 
data is a unit of the extracted image data corresponding to a header portion or footer portion in 
the image, and provisions for JPEG compression of the image data and header data (Figure 12B, 
col. 2 lines 3-45, col. 4 lines 12-34, col. 5 line 54-col.6 line 26, col. 6 line 52-col.8 line 30, col.9 
line 40-col.ll line 2, col. 12 line 66-col.l3 line 35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Carnahan with Ohmori and Kawano et al for 
the purpose of extracting the image data sequentially on a pixel/line basis in order to efficiently 
reproduce the image properly, while overwriting the header or footer transmission information in 
the extracted image data for in order to safeguard the integrity of the transmission information 
from tampering by including it as a part of the image body itself 

b. Claims 36 - 40 contain limitations that are substantially similar to claim 32 and 
are therefore rejected under the same basis. 

c. Per claim 34, Carnahan with Ohmori and Kawano et al teach the color facsimile 
apparatus according to claim 32, Kawano et al further teach further comprising determining 
means for determining whether the unit of the extracted data is the unit of the extracted image 
data corresponding to a header portion or footer portion in the image, and wherein said 



Application/Control Number: 09/597,146 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2144 

overwriting means overwrites the transmission information in the unit of the extracted data 
according to a determination of said determining means (col. 4 lines 35-62, col. 10 line 58-col.ll 
line 2, col. 12 lines 32-46, col. 16 liens 51-59; Ohmori — col. 8 lines 28-44). 

d. Per claim 35, Carnahan with Ohmori and Kawano et al teach the color facsimile 
apparatus according to claim 32, Kawano et al further teach wherein the transmission 
information indicates at least one of a date, a time, and a number of pages (col. 3 line 59-col.4 
line 34, col. 10 line 58-col.ll line 2; Ohmori — col. 7 line 60-col.8 line 20). 

Conclusion 

V. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure: Vasylyev (6728412), Miller et al (662841 1), Rhoads (6324573), Yoshida (5799138). 

VI. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kristie D. Shingles whose telephone number is 571-272-3888. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 8:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published apphcations 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kristie Shingles 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2141 

/KDS/ 



/Wilham C. Vaughn, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2144 



